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How familiar are you with the issue
of missing and murdered
Indigenous relatives (MMIR)?

A. Very familiar
B. Somewhat familiar
C. Not at all familiar

D. Other (please type in chat)



Understanding the Data for Indigenous
Crisis: MMIR in Alaska Justice

Data Sovereignty in
Action
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Missing and Murdered Indigenous WWomen

Missing and Mu rdered
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Debbie Nictune

Tas1 seen on 1he pvening of Aug. 18, 2020 21 the Northeard
Eiiilding in Fairbanks, Alazka. She was 29 at the e, with beown
ovey, und graving black hair. She was wearing a black jacket, a
preen shirt, and hose fitting jeans,

Contaet: Falrbanks Police Department at $07-430-E5 100,

Missing and Murdered Indigenous Relatives

They are

--_’i

Use the
anonymous

e

MISSED

SHim IIIIII;IIIIIIIIIII R LRI R LR LR R L RN E T R LR DI R LR R IR RN LT N AL LR DA RN PR TA R AR R LU LRI R LR A LRI NN LR IIIIIIIIIIIIIIrH‘IIIWIIIII (L LUBRRI RN R TR IR LI R R L AR R LR LA LR L ﬁ"l’lllFIIIIlrl'lmlIIIII:I|IITFmiIIIrIrI1I‘I!IIIFI'II'HIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIrIIIIIIII.L

L

text tip i
line, Text to
847411 and
then type
AKTIPS

T R AT T

Doren Sanford

Last secn Ang. 28, 2020 in
Fairbanks. Alaska. He was
Ir_)-ul.il'l_f::_:-l' his q_'ug ok,
Lle wis 3 years ald, 310°
and about 140-160 [ha. He
has brovwn hair. and blue or
hie] eves,

Last geen in bairbanks, o
may be in the Mowth Pole/
Fairbanks Arce.

Contace Alasks Stace
Troopers at $07-451-5100:

Willis Derendoff
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E Laast known wheresboots was Standa rd Creek Hoad on .-".llg 17,
= 20200, Az che time he was 69 years okd, 510" and about 140-160 [hs.
= He haz black hair, and brown cyes.
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.-sl:::.-iug a1 Exrendead 5
He war 34 vears cdd, 57°-
F107 and about 160 Jkba.
He: hes brrowwnyblack bair,
and brawn epes

Contect: Alaska State
Troopers at
GIT-A51-5100,
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Data for Indigenous Justice

= VISION: Indigenous Peoples thriving in
strong, vibrant communities steeped in
ancestral power, justice, and love.

= MISSION: Equip Indigenous peoples
across Alaska through self-determined
actions on missing and murdered
Indigenous women, girls, and 2 spirit
peoples (MMIWG?2S).

Artwork: Aly McKnight
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Indigenous Leadership: Our Board

Dr. Jessica Black Abigail Echo-Hawk Dr. Malia Villegas




Indigenous Leadership: Our Team

Tatiana Ticknor Sabrina Dunphrey
Project Coordinator Administrative Coordinator




Indigenous Leadership: Our Team

Antonia Commack Maka Monture
Resource Coordinator Communications




Data for Indigenous Justice Purpose

= To serve our Indigenous communities by working for and with them towards justice
and healing through systemic change and advocacy regarding missing and
murdered Indigenous persons

= To protect and care for our stories through stewarding qualitative and quantitative
data with respect

= To strategically utilize our stories found in qualitative and quantitative data to
benefit the wellbeing of our Indigenous people through efforts that educate and
advocate for systematic change

= To honor our ancestors’ past and future with guidance from Indigenous values and
teachings; applied through respectful, self-determined, and sovereign research and
reporting



2018 Urban Indian Health Institute (UIHI) Report

Top 10 States with Highest Number of MMIWG Cases

New Mexico (78)

Washington (71)
Arizona (54)
Alaska (52)
Montana (41)
California (40)

Nebraska (33)
Utah (24)

Minnesota (20)

Oklahoma (18)

UIHI 2018 Report



\What Do Cases Look Like Across States?

Montana South Dakota

Washington Nebraska

Oregon

California

Arizona -‘

New Mexico

Oklahoma

Alaska

MMIWG2S state cases
as of July 2020
Sovereign Bodies Institute Report, July 2020



First Alaska-Specific MMIWG Report

We have now gathered and reclaimed a
total of 229 cases of Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Womxn and Girls in Alaska.

149 as missing status.

80 as murdered.
- -
Alaska's Missing and Murdered ;- o
e . . N

Indigenous Womxn and Girls 4 —— !
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What are some ways you can
support data sovereignty efforts
INn your community?

(type answers in chat)



Data Sovereignty in [
Action o
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Reclaiming Data

Missing and Murdered Indigenous Peaple In Alaska with Reported Location Information

Number af Inciderts

Status

. Iissing

.- -8 ...
o |




Reclaiming Data

What is your race? *

Please check all that apply.

Guaarch

White

Divisions Coundis - Fress Releases Daily Dispatch Resources - Contact Us

A5T = PID = Publle Infarmation Request

HOW D0 | REQUEST RECORDS FROM THE
DEPARTMENT OF FUBLIC SAFETY?
Alaza law requives state and lecal apencles to make publis records avallable, In che farmat Inowhich the agency malntalns
o disseminates the recerds, for inspecton by the public; puslic information reguests are sulxjact oo cartain exoapdons and
eanunable Mess,

Black or African-American

American Indian or Alaskan Native

SEps A A0 1T A 4A00EE 1 1) A% 4025120, See alsa 2 Add 96,200, Public information principles
The frllmwing 15 himw to request poble infomation from the Departent of Public Safeny (DPS), Asian
Flease note that completdng this reguest ks specitic onby 2o DFS

Step 1: Get the Request for Public Information form

Click this link Regquest For Public Informatian

State ond Low Enfarcement Agency Records Requests
Fyou Fegresent anothar State agendy or Law Enforcerment agenoy and are requesting reconds, vou will also need to

\ational Missing and Unidentified

NamUs




Data Systems Advocacy

DlJ report outlined specific actions Report on missing Native p?uple
including: removed from federal websites

= Called on Department of Public e s [
Safety to track data and release
information (DPS is now sending out
quarterly reports)

= Mandatory reporting to NAMUS (this
provision was included in SB151
MMIP that passed in 2024)

= Updated Data fields: Missing
Category (implemented at DPS)

= Centralized data systems (still
working on)




Data Systems Advocacy

Circumstance Determinations per the |nvolved Police Agencies

= Environment: Wilderness, waterways, ocean, aircraft crashes, other
non-suspicious outdoor deaths where human remains were not
located by search and rescue teams, or another related event

= Suspicious: Suspected criminal activity surrounding the event

= Not Suspicious: No indication of criminal activity or environmental
factor

= Unknown: Unable to determine circumstance



Community Building




Fellowship Program

Ashi‘eyl Kelly Mae Robyn Johnson Barr [ Sanmigan
“A child of the community”
Kotzebue, Alaska

Introduction to Indigenous
Metheodologies of Research

How They Lived s a
special series that focuses

- Phata af
on the joyful parts of the 0wy ' | e
lives of Alaskan MMIWG. y : & e e | r=seareh relatec

w [ Relational
{u‘lathudnl.ng_'.}.
w® &

Fheta of
rescarcher
reeanrch ralated
thing




Indigenous Methodologies Matter

ing & Murdered
genous People

Tiwahe .!_-ljtitia'tiia:

Map of missing and murdered Unangax from 1741-2020.




Decolonizing Data and Data Sovereignty
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About the MMIWG2S AK Working Group

The MMIWG2S Alaska Working Group works in collaboration to share initiatives that
impacts MMIWG2S/MMIP work, share and create strategies for change, and host healing
centered community events. With partnership from statewide organizations, we leverage
our collective resources and skills to analyze local, state, and federal policies, have a unified
voice on advocacy, and create meaningful outfacing events for the community.

ALASKA NATIVE

ANJC

JUSTICE CENTER

w o
DATA FOR
INDIGENgUS NATIVE

JUSTICE MOVEMENT




MMIWG2S/MMIR Successes

State Policies

Passage of SB151 - first MMIP Bill in Alaska

= Mandated Cultural training, NamuUs Entry, 2
secured positions, Commission

Four designated MMIP Investigators at DPS
One MMIP AAG at Dept of Law

VPSO legislation and funding increased

PASSIEID SENATIEH I-:elgaesrsf::‘algl::eocl)ifc;j:/anna’s Act

:"ﬂ.n Aot emtablishing the Missing dnd Murdared Indigenous.

Persans Review Commission: relating to missing and murdered

Ingigenous peracns, r'.'h'ttng_tu'me;Id:iﬁs-ﬂfme-ﬂepammntu? u Passage Of NOt InV|S|b|e ACt

= VAWA Reauthorization
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Systemic Issues Need Systemic Solutions

We address MMIWG from a place of healing with our community.
We demand justice on all fronts.
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A Chat With Charlene

Betty Charlene Agpik
Bekemeier Apok



To ask a question, please click the Q&A icon in your Zoom toolbar!

Tell us what you think about today's webinar:



Quyanaqgpak!

Feel free to reach out with further
questions.

Charlene Aqpik Apok

INFO@DATAFORINDIGENOUSJUSTICE.ORG
WWW.DATAFORINDIGENOUSJUSTICE.ORG




Resources & Further Reading

Data for Indigenous Justice
Resources
https://www.dataforindigenousjustice.org/resources-1

Data for Indigenous Justice
Report, 2021

B’ﬁgs://sttatiéll .squarespace.com/static/650a3ad1f4ccde7d793b6f02/t/65a85dab2441ae379b833205/1705532855762/Web-
eport.p

Not Invisible Act Commission
Final Report, November 2023
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cl4UX1zZWKENGZh28fmBI4_9At ZwXnCE/view?usp=drive_link

MMIWG2S Alaska Working Group
https://mmiwg2salaska.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MMIWG2SAlaska



https://www.dataforindigenousjustice.org/resources-1
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/650a3ad1f4ccde7d793b6f02/t/65a85dab2441ae379b833205/1705532855762/Web-DIJReport.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/650a3ad1f4ccde7d793b6f02/t/65a85dab2441ae379b833205/1705532855762/Web-DIJReport.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cl4UX1zWKENGZh28fmBI4_9At_ZwXnCE/view?usp=drive_link
https://mmiwg2salaska.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MMIWG2SAlaska
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