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Nancy R. Goodloe, Administrator
Good morning.  Thank you for coming.  

In light of the current flu vaccine shortage nationwide and in response to the hundreds of phone calls and inquiries we have received at Kittitas County Public Health Department in the past three weeks, we felt it was important to call this press conference to provide current information on the planning we have done with the vaccine we have.   Additionally, we have asked our residents to watch the newspapers and television, and to listen to the radio for information about how they can register for a flu shot.  We need you help in getting our information to the pubic today.

Until a month ago, we at the health department did not think we were going to be concerned with dispensing flu vaccine this year because we, like many others in our county, ordered our vaccine from Chiron-Evans pharmaceutical company, the company that was closed down when all of their vaccine batches were found to be contaminated.

However, thanks to Cle Elum Family Medicine, we do have some flu vaccine to distribute.  Cle Elum Family Medicine is the only healthcare provider in Kittitas County to receive their vaccine order this year, a shipment of 1200 doses.  Aware of the shortage in our county and after vaccinating 500 high-risk clients of their practice, the physicians and staff at the clinic decided to sell the remaining 700 doses to the Public Health Department and to entrust its distribution to us.

We are grateful to Cle Elum Family Medicine and want to give them the recognition they deserve today.  Their decision to share their vaccine during this year of vaccine shortage demonstrates their commitment to all residents of Kittitas County and their understanding that we are one community in this county.  They are to be applauded for this unselfish gesture.

Upon receiving this vaccine, staff at KCPHD began to plan what the distribution of the vaccine needed to be.  It was very important to us that we be good stewards of the vaccine we received from Cle Elum Family Medicine.  

Following the Center for Disease Control guidelines, we have collaborated with numerous agencies in our county to identify which groups ordered vaccine and did not receive it and how many doses these populations needed.

We have ensured that patients and staff in local nursing homes and assisted living centers will receive the flu vaccine if they want it.  And we have collaborated with agencies such as Aging and Long Term Care and Elmview to ensure that these clients will have an opportunity to get a flu shot.

In addition we are providing some dosages of flu vaccine to the Kittitas Valley Community Hospital for new moms and pneumonia patients they will have in the next two – three months.

[At this point I would like to recognize Sean Kelleher from Fred Meyer Pharmacy.  She has “stepped up to the plate” to work with us and the hospital on their vaccine distribution.  She has provided doses to the patients and staff at the hospital as well as all healthcare providers and staff in this county.  In all, Fred Meyer Pharmacy dispensed in excess of 1000 doses of flu vaccine in our county, all within the guidelines of the CDC.  She, too, demonstrated a commitment to the residents of this county during a critical time and deserves our appreciation and recognition.]

In an effort to provide a proportionate number of flu vaccine doses to the upper and lower county, the Public Health Department will provide 120 doses of flu vaccine to Cle Elum Family Medicine to administer to general high-risk residents in Cle Elum, Roslyn, Ronald and Easton areas.

After this first phase, KCPHD has 200 doses of flu vaccine to offer to the general high-risk population of our county.   Our plan is to provide these doses on November 8 and 9 at our main office in the Morris Sorenson building, 5th and Nanum.  These doses will be offered by appointment only, and residents of Kittitas County may begin calling at 1:00 pm today to make an appointment for their shot.  Medicare clients should bring their PIN numbers, and DSHS clients should bring their medical coupons.  We will also accept cash or checks.  The cost of one dose is $26.  These details are provided in your press packets.

While we do not expect to get more vaccine this year, we know that the Washington State Department of Health will be receiving some vaccine as a result of the collaboration between the Centers for Disease Control and Aventis-Pasteur Pharmaceuticals.  How the state will distribute this vaccine is unknown at this time.  However, we want to be prepared should we be fortunate enough to get more vaccine in the next two months.  For that reason, we will develop a waiting list of persons who call for an appointment and cannot get into our clinic on November 8 or 9.  Persons on this list will be given priority to sign up for a flu shot should we receive additional vaccine.

The last phase of our planning for this flu season will be to launch an extensive public education campaign, emphasizing the importance of Covering Your Cough, frequent and thorough handwashing, and other healthy hygiene activities that can protect individuals from being infected with the flu virus.  This campaign will be focused on the schools, businesses, and the general public and will encourage all residents of Kittitas County to work together this flu season to protect each other from the spread of these germs.

We believe that if residents can follow the lead of Cle Elum Family Medicine and Fred Meyer Pharmacy and demonstrate concern for each other, we can have a productive and healthy flu season in Kittitas County.

This concludes my remarks.  We would be happy to answer any questions you might have.
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Kittitas County Public Health Department to offer Flu Shots to eligible residents

The Kittitas County Public Health Department (KCPHD) will offer flu shots on an appointment basis to county residents who meet the CDC guidelines for high-risk populations on November 8 and 9, 2004.  Clinic hours are 8:30 – 11:30 am and 1:30 – 4:30 each day.

200 doses of flu vaccine will be dispensed on these two days.

KCPHD will begin taking appointments on Monday, November 1 at 1:00 p.m.  Residents should call 962-7515 for an appointment.

Vaccine cost is $26 per dose, cash or check.  Medicare cards and DSHS coupons accepted.

Eligible residents who are under the age of 65 are required to bring a referral slip from their family physician when they present for their appointment.  

A waiting list will be created once the 200 slots are reserved.  Persons on the waiting list will be contacted if more vaccine becomes available.
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