TOPOFF2:  Exercise Description and Links to More Information

Top Officials 2 (TOPOFF 2) was a Congressionally-mandated, national terrorism exercise that was designed to identify vulnerabilities in the nation’s domestic incident management capability by exercising the plans, policies, procedures, systems, and facilities of federal, state, and local response organizations against a series of integrated terrorist threats and acts in separate regions of the country.

TOPOFF 2 was the largest and most comprehensive terrorism response exercise ever conducted in the United States (total cost = $16,000,000.00).  The exercise scenario, which was played out from May 12 to May 16, 2003, depicted a fictitious, foreign terrorist organization that detonated a simulated radiological dispersal device (RDD) in Seattle, Washington, and released the Pneumonic Plague (Yersinia pestis) in several Chicago metropolitan area locations.  There was also significant pre-exercise intelligence play, a cyber-attack, and credible terrorism threats against other locations.  The exercise brought together top government officials from 25 federal, state, and local agencies and departments, and the Canadian Government to test the domestic incident management in response to WMD terrorist attacks in the United States.

Some of the agencies involved in this exercise are listed below:

· United States Federal Agencies and Organizations

· American Red Cross (ARC)

· Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

· Department of Defense (DoD)

· Department of Energy (DoE)

· Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)

· Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

· Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

· Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) – Critical Incident Response Group (CIRG)

· US Coast Guard (USCG)

· Canadian Agencies:

· British Columbia Ministry of Health EOC (BCMOH)

· Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP)

· State and Local Agencies

· King County Police Chiefs Association (KCPCA)

· Public Health – Seattle and King County

· Seattle Police Department (SPD)

· Washington State Department of Health (WSDH)

For More Information About TopOff2:

TopOff2: Lessons Learned.  An archived presentation by CAPT Andy Stevermer, Regional Emergency Coordinator, Department of Homeland Security to the Summer Institute for Public Health Practice in Seattle, WA in August, 2003.

View the Flash archive online at:

http://depts.washington.edu/nwcphp/siphp2003/summerinst.html
City of Seattle Website on TopOff2.  Includes photos and news releases.

http://www.cityofseattle.net/mayor/issues/TopOff2.htm
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