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University of Puerto Rico
Introduces S.I.M.P.L.E.

The University of Puerto Rico
School of Pharmacy has taken an
innovative approach to educating

both their Pharm.D. students and their
local community about medication therapy
adherence.

The School established S.I.M.P.L.E. to
provide education about the biological,
psychological and social aspects of
medication therapy adherence to the
elderly population and their caregivers.
S.I.M.P.L.E. is a pilot medication use
program in its second year.  The program
involves evaluating elderly patients’
adherence to their medication therapy,
answering drug interaction or medication

questions and evaluates patient satisfaction
about their pharmacy services. 

S.I.M.P.L.E. stands for Sepa la (know),
Información correcta de sus (correct
information about), Medicinas (medicines),
Pregunte (ask), Lea la etiqueta (read the
label) and Evite problemas (avoid
problems). 

The program is managed in conjunction
with the Graduate School of Public Health,
University of Puerto Rico, the Pharmacy
Association of Puerto Rico and the Puerto
Rico Office of the Ombusman for the
Elderly. The program was initiated with
funds from the Administration on Aging to
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The University at Buffalo (UB)
School of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences and Pfizer,

Inc. have entered into a strategic alliance to
create a Center of Excellence in
Pharmacokinetics and Pharmacodynamics
at UB. 

Pfizer will provide the School of
Pharmacy with $1.5 million a year for three
years, with possible renewal for an
additional two years.  The funding will be
used to hire two tenure-track faculty
members, increase doctoral student
enrollment, solidify support for two
research faculty members, add at least two
post-doctoral trainees and six graduate
students per year and provide $300,000 for
new equipment. 

The alliance “creates a tremendous
opportunity for UB and Pfizer scientists to
advance the scientific understanding of
pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics
and the application of innovative techniques

in developing important new medicines
with greater speed and precision,” said
Liam Ratcliffe, M.D., senior vice president
of Pfizer Global Research and
Development. 

“Forging this strategic partnership with
Pfizer represents a unique and timely
opportunity for UB to further our research
and training in the fields of
pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics,”
said John B. Simpson, UB president.  

Wayne K. Anderson, Ph.D., dean of the
UB School of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences, credits the efforts
of William J. Jusko, Ph.D., professor and
chair of the school’s department of
pharmaceutical sciences, and Lisa J.
Benincosa, Ph.D. ‘93, executive director of
clinical pharmacology at Pfizer who
envisioned and organized the strategic
alliance. Jusko was recognized in 2005 as
the AACP Volwiler Research Achievement

Buffalo and Pfizer Create
Strategic Alliance
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The University of Washington (UW)
School of Pharmacy received a
grant from the Health Services

Resources Administration (HRSA) to train
students in bioterrorism and public health
emergency preparedness.

“It is important that pharmacy students
and other students within health sciences
schools receive training on how to best
prepare for and respond to public health
emergencies, such as bioterrorism,
emerging infections or natural disasters,”
said Andy S. Stergachis, Ph.D., professor
of epidemiology and adjunct professor of
pharmacy.

The three-year $559,000 grant was one
of 13 curriculum development grants
allocated by HRSA’s Bioterrorism Training
and Curriculum Development Program
(BTCDP).  The goal of the BTCDP is to
develop a national health care workforce

with the knowledge, skills, abilities and
core competencies to recognize indications
of a terrorist event and treat patients and
communities swiftly, safely and effectively. 

The UW School of Pharmacy will use
these funds to further develop, implement
and evaluate a multidisciplinary curriculum
in bioterrorism and public health
emergency preparedness that provides
pharmacy and other regional health care
students at the University of Washington
Academic Health Center as well as those at
Washington State University (WSU)
College of Pharmacy with the knowledge
and skills necessary to recognize signs of a
hazardous event, meet the acute care needs
of patients, and work in a coordinated,
multidisciplinary manner in responding to
public health emergencies at the
community, state and national level. 

According to UW, pharmacists boast an

extensive infrastructure of 55,000
community pharmacies and 11,000 hospital
and health-system pharmacies nationwide.
“Should emergencies arise,” explains
Stergachis, “whether urban or rural area,
there is usually a pharmacy and one or
more pharmacists within five miles of
nearly every American household.” 

Pharmacists play an indispensable role in
securing the nation’s health in the wake of
natural disasters. In the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina, pharmacist assistance
was sorely needed in the areas affected by
the hurricane as well as states sheltering
victims. The Office of the Surgeon General
and the Office of Public Health Emergency
Preparedness put out an urgent call for
pharmacist volunteers to assist in Hurricane
relief efforts.  Over a thousand pharmacists
volunteered their time and knowledge to
help in the relief.

UW Receives Bioterrorism and Emergency
Preparedness Grant

Temple Educates Philadelphia About Diabetes

More than 75,000 Philadelphia
residents will learn more about
diabetes thanks to Temple

University pharmacy students.  
Students from Temple University

School of Pharmacy (TUSP) have placed
a billboard at 15th and Vine Streets in
Center City Philadelphia to educate area
residents about a disease that strikes
more than 14.6 million people in the
U.S.

The billboard is part of Operation
Diabetes, a comprehensive effort by the
pharmacy students to raise awareness and
increase early detection of diabetes. The
American Pharmacists Association-
Academy of Student Pharmacists’
chapter at TUSP helped fund these
efforts that also includes diabetes
screenings at health fairs, nursing homes
and pharmacies.

The prevalence of diabetes is at least
two to four times higher among African-
Americans and Hispanics, two
populations widely served by TUSP and
Temple University Hospital.  Early

detection helps prevent long-term
complications of diabetes such as

amputations, blindness, gum disease,
heart disease, kidney disease and stroke.




